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SUBJECT: LARGE RALLY IN PANAMA CITY 

REF: PANAMA 1574 

1 . A CROWD ESTIMATED AT BETWEEN 10 AND 12 THOUSAND GATHERED 
IN THE VICINITY OF THE JUSTO AROSEMENA LEGISLATIVE PALACE 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON TO COMMEMORATE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY. 

2. ALTHOUGH SPEAKERS WERE INTERRUPTED AT VARIOUS POINTS BY 
ANTI-AMERICAN SLOGANS AND CROWD DEMANDS FOR A SPEEDY RATIFICATION 
OF THE CANAL TREATIES, THE OVERALL MOOD WAS FESTIVE AND 
CHEERFUL. 

3. GENERAL TORRIJOS ADDRESSED THE CROWD (SEPTEL) AFTER IT HAD 
BEEN PRIMED BY TWO HOURS OF SPEECHMAKING (INCLUDING A SPEECH 
BY BOXING CHAMP ROBERTO DURAN) AND MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT. 

AFTER TORRIJOS' SPEECH, THE CROWD DISPERSED PEACEFULLY. 

OTHER THAN THE USUAL SCATTERING OF PLACARDS AND SLOGANS THAT 
PUNCTUATED THE RALLY, THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT DEMONSTRATION 
OF ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT. 
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SURPRISINGLY, NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF THE EVENT WAS 
RATHER LIGHT, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE EXTENSIVE MEDIA BUILD- 
UP OF THE LAST FEW WEEKS. FRONT PAGE ARTICLES FOCUSED ALMOST 
EXCLUSIVELY ON TORRIJOS’ SPEECH. INDEED, THERE WAS NO MENTION 
OF OTHER SPEAKERS. 
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5. COMMENT: DESPITE REPORTS THAT SOME EXTREME LEFTISTS 
AMONG THE RALLY'S ORGANIZERS HAD PRESSED FOR A TOKEN 
DEMONSTRATION AT THE U.S. EMBASSY, THIS DID NOT MATERIALIZE. 

EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS INDICATES THE DESIRE 
OF THE GOP TO AVOID ANY INCIDENTS THAT MIGHT JEOPARDIZE 
TREATY RATIFICATION. TORRIJOS' MODERATION IN DOWN- 
PLAYING THE CORRUPTION CHARGES AND HIS STATED OPTIMISM 
ABOUT RATIFICATION PROBABLY EXTINGUISHED ANY FLICKERING 
THOUGHTS OF ANTI-US DEMONSTRATIONS AFTER THE RALLY. 

JORDEN 
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